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a very slightly increased cost by sewing on tapes, and
using split boards like those used for the 'Library' Bind-
ing5. Strong buckram bindings can be made in this way
for about is. 6d. for a crown 8vo, and if what is known as
art-vellum or other cloth is used the cost would be about
3^. less.

When bound books fail to open freely the binder is
nearly always blamed for this serious defect, but quite
often the fault lies with the choice of paper, which is
habitually too thick and stiff for the size of the book.
All the binder can do is to get the bend of the leaves as
far to the back as possible, and to manage that as few
leaves as may be are bent at each opening. If a book is
mended at the back instead of overcast, it should open
right back to the sewing. If the back is overcast, or
'sawn in% a portion of the backs of the leaves is taken up,
and so the book cannot open flat.

When possible, and it would be possible in very many
cases, it is better to bind *from the sheets5. Binders can
get unbound copies of books from the publishers, and
such books will always be sounder than copies from which
the publisher's cases have been removed.

Many modern books are printed on very poor paper.
The heavily loaded 'Art* paper used for printing half-
tone blocks and music upon is perhaps the worst from
the binder's point of view. This paper has a surface that
readily flakes off, so that anything pasted to it is.apt to
come away, bringing the surface with it, and as folding
breaks the paper at the fold, it cannot be held securely
by the sewing thread. This is especially troublesome in
the case of music, which must open flat and has to stand
more than an ordinary amount of rough usage. Some-
thing can be done by strengthening the folds with
guards, but this is an operation that adds to the cost of
binding.